
Grade 6 
Unit #1 Beginnings of Human Society 
Content Area:  Social Studies  
Course(s):         Social Studies  
Time Period:     September  
Length:             6 weeks  
Status:                Published 
 

Enduring Understanding 

 
Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical environments using resources, the natural world, and 
technological advancements. The agricultural revolution led to an increase in population, 
specialization of labor, new forms of social organization, and the beginning of societies. 

Essential Questions 

 
1. How does physical and human geography contribute to the development of human history? 
2. How did the agriculture revolution, domestication, innovation and technological 
advancements affect human society? 
3. How did the development of written and unwritten language impact development of human 
understanding, culture and social structure? 
 

NJ Student Learning Standards

 
SOC.6.2.8.C.1.b  Determine the impact of technological advancements on hunter/gatherer and agrarian  

societies.  
 
SOC.6.2.8.B.1.a  Explain the various migratory patterns of hunters/gatherers that moved from Africa to  

Eurasia, Australia, and the Americas, and describe the impact of migration on their lives and 
on the shaping of societies.  

SOC.6.2.8.C.1.a  Describe the influence of the agricultural revolution (e.g., the impact of food surplus from  
farming) on population growth and the subsequent development of civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.1.c  Explain how archaeological discoveries are used to develop and enhance understanding of life  
prior to written records.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.1.a  Demonstrate an understanding of pre-agricultural and post-agricultural periods in terms of  
relative length of time.  

SOC.6.3.8.B.1  Evaluate alternative land use proposals and make recommendations to the appropriate  
governmental agency regarding the best course of action.  

SOC.6.2.8.CS1  Hunter/gatherers adapted to their physical environments using resources, the natural world,  
and technological advancements. The agricultural revolution led to an increase in population, 
specialization of labor, new forms of social organization, and the beginning of societies. 
Archaeology provides historical and scientific explanations for how ancient people lived.  
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SOC.6.2.8.A.1.a  Compare and contrast the social organization, natural resources, and land use of early  
hunters/gatherers and those who lived in early agrarian societies.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.1.b  Describe how the development of both written and unwritten languages impacted human  
understanding,development of culture, and social structure. 

 SOC.6.3.8  All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity  
and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges t
that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. 

 

Instructional Activities 

 
1. Interacting with maps and identifying human interaction with environment. 
2. Individual creation language activity. 
3. Visual presentation of human accomplishments for paleolithic/Mesolithic/neolithic era. 
4. Map progression of technological advancements (agriculture/domestication) 

Interdisciplinary Connections

 
1. Compare and contrast essay- accomplishments of the three major prehistoric time frames. 
2. Science- analyzing artifacts 

Assessment 

 
1. chapter review 
2. map skill activities 
3. research topics and projects 
4. writing development 
5. section quizzes 
6. chapter tests 
 

Texts and Resources 

 
World: Adventures in Time and Place, McGraw Hill 
World History: Ancient Civilizations, Holt 
http://earl yhumans.mrdonn.org/index.html 
http://www.documentarytube.com/videos/otzi-the-iceman-murder 
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Unit #2 Emergence of Pastoral People -Mesopotamia 
Content Area: Social Studies  
Course(s): Social Studies  
Time Period: October-November  
Length: 6 weeks  
Status: Published

 

Enduring Understanding

 
The first early river valley civilization, Mesopotamia, developed due to favorable geographic 
conditions. They created centralized systems of government and advanced societies. 

Essential Questions  

 
1. How did the geographical features of the various ancient Mesopotamian civilizations affect the 
development of settlements, social structures and trade networks? 
2. How did technological advancements and religion lead to development of government, 
economic sustainability and class systems? 
3. What were the lasting legacies of subsequent cultures along the Fertile Crescent?

 

NJ Student Learning Standards 

SOC.6.2.8.A.2.b  Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley  
civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.a  Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river  
valley civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.C.2.a  Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved  
weaponry, trade,and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.b  Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river  
valley civilizations. SOC.6.2.8.D.2.d Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the 
major achievements of the early river valley civilizations over time.  

SOC.6.2.8.A.2.a  Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of  
government and legal structures.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.c  Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and  
determine whether there was a comm on pattern of growth and decline.  

SOC.6.2.8.B.2.b  Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations and their  
Modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus  
River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine 
the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now.  

SOC.6.2.8.B.2.a  Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade  
networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley civilizations. 
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Instructional Activities 

 
1. Interactive map activity for the geographical features of the ancient Mesopotamian 
civilization. 
2. Labeled time line identifying the development of Sumerian civilization in Mesopotamia 
reflecting government and society. 
3. Visual presentation of Sumerian advancements. 
4. Travel guide identifying subsequent cultures along the Fertile Crescent and their 
advancements. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connection  
 

Examine the writing and art of Mesopotamia. Coordinate with Art classes to create cuneiform 
tablets. 
 

Assessment  
 

1. chapter review 
2. map skill activities 
3. research topics and projects 
4. writing development 
5. section quizzes 
6. chapter tests 
 

Texts and Resources  

 
World Adventures in Time and Place, McGraw Hill 

World History: Ancient Civilizations, Holt 
http://mesopotamia.mrdonn.org/index.html 
http://www.ancient.eu/Fertile_Crescent/ 
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?q=mespotamia 

Curriculum update: June 20,2017 



Unit #3, Social Studies, Emergence of Pastoral People-- Egypt 
 

Content Area: Social Studies  
Course(s): Social Studies  
Time Period: December Length: 8 weeks  
Status: Published 

Enduring Understanding 
 

The river valley civilization of Egypt developed along the Nile River. They created a centralized 
system of government and a technologically advanced society with an enduring legacy

 

Standards
 

SOC.6.2.8.A.2.b  Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley  
civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.a  Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river  
valley civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.C.2.a  Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved  
weaponry, trade,and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.b  Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river  
Valley civilizations. 

 SOC.6.2.8.D.2.d  Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river  
valley civilizations over time.  

SOC.6.2.8.A.2.a                     Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of  
government and legal structures.  

SOC.6.2.8.3  The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World, India, and China (1000 BCE-600 
CE)  
SOC.6.2.8.D.2.c  Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and  

determine whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline.  
SOC.6.2.8.B.2.b  Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations and their  

modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus  
River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine 
the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now.  

SOC.6.3.8  All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity  
and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges 
that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.  

SOC.6.2.8.B.2.a  Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade  
Networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley civilizations.  

 

Essential Questions 

 
1. How did the geographical features of ancient Egypt and Kush allow for the development of 
their respective civilizations and their downfall? 
2. How did the development of religion, government, and economic affect society? 
3. What are the lasting contributions made by the Egyptians? 
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Instructional Activities 

 
1. Interactive map activity for the geographical features of the ancient Egypt and Kush  
    illustrating development of their respective civilizations. 
2. Development of social hierarchy chart explaining the various roles in society. 
3. Research of the development of polytheism/Egyptian deities and its affected society 
4. Visual presentation of lasting contributions made by the Egyptians in technology and the arts. 
4. Interactive map activity identifying trade routes in ancient Egypt and Kush. 
5. Analyze current events presented in multimedia formats. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections

  
Language Arts activity. Coordinate to research, create, and present stories on Egyptian 
mythology. 

Assessment 

 
1. chapter review 
2. map skill activities 
3. research topics and projects 
4. writing development 
5. section quizzes 
6. chapter tests 
 

Texts and Resources 
 

World: Adventures in Time and Place, McGraw Hill 
World History: Ancient Civilizations, Holt 
http://egypt.mrdonn.org/index.html 
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?q=what%20the%20ancients%20knew%20egyp
t 
http://www.mapsofworld.com/world-ancient-history/egypt.html 
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Unit #4, Social Studies, Emergence of Pastoral People-- India 
Content Area: Social Studies  
Course(s):       Social Studies  
Time Period:  March 
 Length:        6 weeks  
Status:          Published 

Enduring Understanding 

 
The river valley civilization that developed along the Indus River created a mysterious 
civilization that is still being discovered and explored today and was home of two of the major 
religions. 

Essential Questions 

 
1. How did the geographical features which allow for the development of ancient India 
civilization? 

2 How did the evolution of religion impact social structure? 

3. What were the long-lasting contributions of ancient India? 

 

NJ Student Learning Standards

 

SOC.6.2.8.CS2  Early river valley civilizations (e.g., Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus River [modern Pakistan and  
Northwestern India], and, later, Yellow River Valley in China) developed due to favorable  
geographic conditions. They created centralized systems of government and advanced 
societies. 

SOC.6.2.8.A.2.b  Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley  
civilizations.  

 
SOC.6.2.8.D.2.a  Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river  

valley civilizations.  
SOC.6.2.8.C.2.a  Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved  

weaponry, trade,and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations.  
SOC.6.2.8.D.2.b  Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early river  

valley civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.d  Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river  

valley civilizations over time.  
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SOC.6.2.8.D.1.b  Describe how the development of both written and unwritten languages impacted human  

understanding,development of culture, and social structure.  

SOC.6.2.8.A.2.a  Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of  

government and legal structures.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.c  Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and  

determine whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline.  

SOC.6.2.8.B.2.b  Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations and their  

modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus  

River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine  

the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now.  

SOC.6.3.8  All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity  

and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges  

that are inherent in living in an interconnected world.  

SOC.6.2.8.B.2.a   Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade  

networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley civilizations.  

 

Instructional Activities

 
1. Interactive map activity for the geographical features of the ancient India illustrating 
development of this civilization. 
2. Explain how the Aryan culture developed along the Indus River and describe its society. 
3. Flow chart to show the origins of Buddhism and its appeal to people. 
5. Visual presentation of lasting contributions made by India in technology and the arts. 
6. Analyze current events presented in multimedia formats. 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 
Language Arts connection: Write a compare/contrast essay for the religions of Hinduism and 
Buddhism 
Health and Physical Education: Study and practice meditation and yoga. 

Assessment

 
1. chapter review 
2. map skill activities 
3. research topics and projects 
4. writing development 
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5. section quizzes 
6. chapter tests 

Texts and Resources 

 
World: Adventures in Time and Place, McGraw Hill 
World History: Ancient Civilizations, Holt 
http://www.ancientindia.co.uk 
http://india.mrdonn.org/index.html 
 
 
Unit #5 Emergence of Pastoral People-- China 
Content Area: Social Studies  
Course(s):       Social Studies  
Time Period :  April  
Length :          6 weeks 
 Status:           Published 

Enduring Understanding 

 
China is the oldest, continuous civilization in the world. Its cultural, political, philosophical, 
economic, and religious contributions impacted not only the ancient world, but today as well. 

Essential Questions 

 
1. How did geography influence the development Chinese civilization and its development of 
political and social order? 

2. What factors helped unified China throughout history? 

NJ Student Learning Standards

 
SOC.6.2.8.A.2.b  Determine the role of slavery in the economic and social structures of early river valley 

civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.2.a  Analyze the impact of religion on daily life, government, and culture in various early river  
valley civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.C.2.a  Explain how technological advancements led to greater economic specialization, improved  
weaponry, trade,and the development of a class system in early river valley civilizations. 

 SOC.6.2.8.D.2.b   Explain how the development of written language transformed all aspects of life in early  
river valley civilizations.  
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SOC.6.2.8.D.2.d  Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of the early river  
valley civilizations over time.  

SOC.6.2.8.A.2.a  Explain how/why different early river valley civilizations developed similar forms of  
government and legal Structures. 

SSOC.6.2.8.D.2.c  Analyze the factors that led to the rise and fall of various early river valley civilizations and  
determine whether there was a common pattern of growth and decline.  

SOC.6.2.8.B.2.b  Compare and contrast physical and political maps of early river valley civilizations and their  
modern counterparts (i.e., Mesopotamia and Iraq; Ancient Egypt and Modern Egypt; Indus  
River Valley and Modern Pakistan/India; Ancient China and Modern China), and determine 
the geopolitical impact of these civilizations, then and now. SOC.6.3.8 All students will 
acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote 
cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent  
in living in an interconnected world.  

SOC.6.2.8.B.2.a  Determine the extent to which geography influenced settlement, the development of trade  
networks, technological innovations, and the sustainability of early river valley civilizations.  

 

Instructional Activities 

 
1. Interactive map to present how geography influenced how the different Chinese civilizations 
developed and its development of social order. 
2. Analyze the development of the political, social and religious developments for each different 
Chinese dynasty. 
3. Inspect how the Qin Dynasty unified China through a strong government and system of 
standardization. 
4. Explain how the government, economy, and geography led to the exchange of ideas and 
products from China to Japan, India, Rome and others. 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 

 
Mathematics: Chart the growth of China's population throughout history as it compares to the 
world's population. 
Language Arts/Art: The Chinese developed calligraphy;  
Research, design and create a personal statement based on Confucius. 
 
Assessment 

 
1. chapter review 
2. map skill activities 
3. research topics and projects 
4. writing development 
5. section quizzes 
6. chapter tests 
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Texts and Resources 

 
World Adventures in Time and Place, McGraw Hill 
World History: Ancient Civilizations, Holt 
https://app.discoveryeducation.com/learn/search?q=what%20the%20ancients%20knew%20china 
http://china.mrdonn.org/index.html 
http://www.ancientchina.co.uk/menu.html 
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/china_for_kids.htm 

 
Unit #6 Classical Civilizations- Greece 
Content Area: Social Studies  
Course(s):      Social Studies  
Time Period:  May -June 
Length:          8 weeks  
Status:           Published 

Enduring Understanding 

Greece, considered a classical civilization, developed and expanded into an empire of 
unprecedented size and diversity. By creating a centralized government and promoting 
commerce, a common culture, and social values, it became a major force in the Mediterranean. 
Cultural exchange and diffusion dramatically increased, and enduring world religions emerged, 
during the era of this classical civilization. Though it declined as a result of internal weaknesses 
and external invasions, Greece left a lasting legacy. 

Essential Questions 

 
1. How did Greece's geography and access to natural resources influence the development of of 
economics, political structure and social hierarchy? 
2. What were the key factors which lead to the development of Athenian democracy and its 
influence on the US Constitution? 
3. What were the lasting impact of Hellenism? 
 

NJ Student Learning Standards

 
SOC.6.2.8.A.3.a  Compare and contrast the methods (i.e., autocratic rule, philosophies, and bureaucratic  
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structures) used by the rulers of Rome, China, and India to control and unify their expanding 
empires.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.d  Compare and contrast the tenets of various world religions that developed in or around this  
time period (i.e., Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism, Islam, Judaism, Sikhism, and  
Taoism), their patterns of expansion, and their responses to the current challenges of 
globalization. 

 SOC.6.2.8.D.3.a  Compare and contrast social hierarchies in classical civilizations as they relate to power,  
wealth, and equality.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.b  Determine common factors that contributed to the decline and fall of the Roman Empire,  
Gupta India, and HanChina.  

SOC.6.2.8.B.3.a  Determine how geography and the availability of natural resources influenced the  
development of the political, economic, and cultural systems of each of the classical  
civilizations and provided motivation for expansion. SOC.6.2.8.C.3.a Analyze the impact of  
expanding land and sea trade routes as well as a uniform system of exchange in the 
Mediterranean World and Asia. 

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.e  Determine the extent to which religion, economic issues, and conflict shaped the values and  
decisions of the classical civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.A.3.e  Compare and contrast the American legal system with the legal systems of classical  
civilizations, and determine the extent to which these early systems influenced our current 
legal system.  

SOC.6.2.8.C.3.b  Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/  
manufacturing output and commerce, to expand military capabilities, to improve life in  
urban areas, and to allow for greater division of labor.  

SOC.6.2.8.A.3.c  Determine the foundational concepts and principles of Athenian democracy and the Roman  
Republic that later influenced the development of the United States Constitution.  

SOC.6.2.8.A.3.b  Compare and contrast the rights and responsibilities of free men, women, slaves, and  
foreigners in the political, economic, and social structures of classical civilizations.  

SOC.6.2.8.D.3.c  Evaluate the importance and enduring legacy of the major achievements of Greece, Rome,  
India, and China over time. 

 SOC.6.2.8.A.3.d  Compare the status (i.e., political, economic, and social) of groups in the Ancient World to  
those of people today and evaluate how individuals perceived the principles of liberty and  
equality then and now. 

SOC.6.2.8.B.3.b  Explain how geography and the availability of natural resources led to both the development  
of Greek city-states and to their decline.  

SOC.6.3.8  All students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity  
and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges t 
hat are inherent in living in an interconnected world.  

 

Instructional Activities
 

 1. Map activities illustrating the unique topography of Greece and how it influenced the rise of 
city-states. 
2. Map activities diagramming the growth of Greek city-states, trade routes, and how it impacted 
the Persians and led to conflict. 
3. Writing activities comparing and contrasting the major city-states of Athens and Sparta. 
4. Project to research, create, and present the Seven Wonders of the World.5. Create a flowchart 
describing the development of democracy by viewing earlier forms of governments 
(oligarchy/tyranny). 
6. Create a "T" chart showing how Athenian democracy influenced the formation of the US 
Constitution. 
7. Interactive map activity describing the expansion of Alexander the Great and the introduction 
of Greek culture into his empire. 
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Interdisciplinary Connections 

 
Language Arts : Compare / contrast essay for Athens and Sparta 
Art : Create Greek style decorative pottery / designs 
Health and Physical Education: The Olympics; develop Olympic-style games 
 

Assessment 

 
1. chapter review 
2. map skill activities 
3. research topics and projects 
4. writing development 
5. section quizzes 
6. chapter tests 

Texts and Resources

 
World: Adventures in Time and Place, McGraw Hill 
World History: Ancient Civilizations, Holt 
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk 
http://greece.mrdonn.org/index.htmlhttp://www.the-map-as-history.com/maps/9-antiquity_ancie
nt_greece.php 
https://www.pbs.org/empires/thegreeks/educational/index_html.html 
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/history/seven-wonders/#Pyramids-at-Giza.png 
DVD- Telestar- The Seven Wonders of the World 
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